
This magical tale chronicles the adventures of Kala, a young boy who learns to surf on the island of 
Molokai.

Since his father’s surfboard is way too big for him, Kala asks Santa Claus to bring him a special red 
surfboad for Chirstmas.

How can Kala and his mule, Leap, save Christmas for Hawaii as the storm of the century 
approaches?

Rich in relationships and Hawaiian culture, this work is enlivened by charming, worldclass 
watercolor on canvas illustrations.
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Kala watched the surfers riding the last few 
waves as the large orange sun set on the 
rocky coastline of Molokai.

Kala dreamed of someday gliding across the 
water, standing up on a real surfboard.

“Ah, Kala, it’s a good thing you’re here,” said 
his father. “There’s an enormous storm coming.
I need you and Johnny to help put the mules in 
their barns before the rain arrives.”

When they reached the peak, they noticed the wind had switched 
and now blew fiercely from the north.

Huge waves were breaking at twenty-plus feet on the beach. The 
three surfers watched in silence as they rode the giant swells in 
their imaginations.

On the ride back home, they heard the deep rumble of thunder 
from far out at sea.

On Christmas Eve, Kala got
out of school early and ran eagerly
up the back trail to help his father
with the mules.

Their mules grew restless when they 
reached the barns. Kala gave Leap a
special hug and told him that he
would be just fine.

The trio got the pack mules safely to the 
paddock in record time. Then they set out 
on their own mules for Kimo’s Peak to 
gauge how bad the storm would be.

As he went higher, the storm became more and 
more ferocious. But onward he pushed through 
the storm of the century.

 “Can you make it alone Kala?” asked his 
father.  “It’s so dark and the trail will be
very slippery.”

“Dad, we must save Christmas for Hawaii,” 
said Kala. “I know I can do it!”

“I know you can too,” replied his father. “You’ve 
been up the trail a hundred times and I’ll be just 
behind you with Leap if you need help.”

At first Kala felt frightened, but thinking of
all the sad Hawaiian children on Christmas 
morning gave him courage and strength.

All of a sudden, bells jingled as a bright flash appeared in the sky. 

Santa’s sleigh swooped down as the reindeer let out a “Heee-haaa” at 
Leap.  Leap heee-haaa’ed back as he jumped up in excitement. 

“Mele Kalikimaka! Merry Christmas, Kala!” cheered Santa as he pulled 
up on the reins. 

Kala turned to his father, who smiled from ear to ear.

“You did it Kala! ” exclaimed his father. “You saved
Christmas for all of Hawaii!”

A Hawaiian Island
Surfing Adventure

“All ages will love this charming, wet and wild ride!”
Bruce Jenkins, San Francisco Chronicle

“I really enjoyed reading this story and I’d be stoked to get that red surfboard from Santa!”
Bruce Brown, Legendary Film Maker, The Endless Summer 
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